
Placement Test English B1–C2 
 We are looking forward to teaching you soon and wish you every success in learning English!
By answering the following questions, you will help us determine the ideal course type for you. Before you 
begin the test, please read the instructions at the bottom of the page.

First name:    Surname:   Date:

E-Mail:   Phone:   Mobile:

Street:   Postcode/City:

What is your mother tongue?  How much time have you spent in an English-speaking area?

When and for how long did you take English lessons? Do you remember the level of those classes?

 
Have you got an English language certificate or diploma? If so, which? Do you remember when you attained 
this certificate and the grades you received (e.g. «excellent», «good», «satisfactory»)?

Are you interested in learning English directly at your business premises?
!  Yes !  No !  Maybe, please contact me.

Your company name: Person in your company responsible for language training:

Which skills would you like to learn or improve during your course?
!  Speaking !  Writing !  Reading  !  Grammar !  Understanding spoken language
!  Telephone skills !  Everyday vocabulary !  Business vocabulary

Which level or certificate would you like to acheive? Please find out more about the levels on the next page.
!  A1 !  A2 !  B1 !  B2 !  C1 !  C2 !  Diploma: 

Notes:

Instructions for Placement Test

"   Please print out this document. On the answer sheets mark the answer you think is correct. For each que-
stion there is only one correct answer.

"   Please complete the test without any help, i.e. dictionary or another person. 
"   Complete the test as far as you can until you cannot answer any further questions.
"   Please bring the answer sheets, together with this sheet, to your spoken placement test at the school.  

We will be happy to arrange an appointment for you on 044 482 55 55. You can also return the two 
sheets by fax on 044 482 55 56, or scanned via Email to your contact person at our school, or to the fol-
lowing address: info@sprachschuleschneider.ch. We will then contact you as soon as possible.

"   If you would like to attend a course at your business premises, please refer to the contact 
person in your company responsible.



Placement Test English B1–C2

Our language courses are based on the six proficiency levels of the Common European Framework of Reference. 
These descriptions of the levels will help you find out which linguistic level you would like to reach:

Productive skills:
speaking and writing

I am able to summarise informa-
tion from different spoken and 
written sources, reconstructing 
arguments and accounts in a 
coherent presentation. I express 
myself spontaneously, very 
fluently and precisely, differen-
tiating finer shades of meaning 
even in the most complex 
situations.

I express myself fluently and 
spontaneously without much 
obvious searching for expressi-
ons, and use language flexibly 
and effectively for social, acade-
mic and professional purposes. 
I can also produce clear, well-
structured, and detailed text on 
complex subjects. 

I interact with a degree of fluen-
cy and spontaneity that makes 
regular interaction with native 
speakers quite possible without 
strain for either party. I can also 
produce clear, detailed text on 
a wide range of subjects, in vari-
ous genres.

I am able to deal with most 
situations likely to arise while 
travelling in an area where the 
language is spoken, and can 
produce simple connected text 
on topics which are familiar. I 
can describe experiences, hopes 
and ambitions, and briefly give 
reasons and explanations for my 
opinions and plans.

I can communicate in simple 
and routine tasks requiring a 
simple and direct exchange of 
information on familiar and rou-
tine matters. I can also describe 
in simple terms aspects of my 
background, work life and im-
mediate environment. I am able 
to write brief notes and short 
personal letters or emails.

I can interact in a simple way 
provided the other person talks 
slowly and clearly and is pre-
pared to help. I can introduce 
myself and others, and can ask 
and answer questions about 
personal details, such as where I 
live and people I know.

Receptive skills:
reading and listening

I understand virtually everything 
I read with ease, from manuals 
and other non-fiction, to works 
of literature. I do not have any 
difficulty listening to or taking 
part in discussions or understan-
ding the media.

I can understand the details of 
a wide range of demanding, 
longer texts, even if I am not 
familiar with the topic. I can 
even recognise implicit meaning 
in most of what I read and hear, 
both in my everyday life and in 
the workplace.

I am able to understand the 
main ideas of complex text 
on both concrete and abstract 
topics, and can read reports 
and articles from trade journals 
on familiar topics in my field of 
specialisation.

I can understand the main 
points of clear standard input 
on familiar matters broadcast 
on the radio or TV. I can also 
understand language regularly 
encountered in everyday life, at 
work or at school.

I can understand sentences 
and frequently used expres-
sions related to areas of most 
immediate relevance (e.g. basic 
personal and family informa-
tion, shopping, local geogra-
phy, employment). I can also 
understand the main points of 
short texts, such as adverts, 
brochures, faxes, emails etc.

I can understand and use 
familiar everyday expressions 
and very basic phrases aimed 
at the satisfaction of needs of a 
concrete type, provided they are 
spoken clearly. I am also able 
to understand familiar words 
and simple sentences on signs, 
posters and menus.

Certificates 

CPE «Certificate of Proficiency 
in English»

CAE «Certificate in Advanced 
English»
BEC Higher «Business English 
Certificate»
ICFE «International English Cer-
tificate in Financial English»
ILEC «International English 
Certificate in Legal English»

FCE «First Certificate in English»
BEC Vantage «Business English 
Certificate»

PET «Preliminary English Test»
BEC Preliminary «Business 
English Certificate»

KET «Key English Test»

Number of hours required to 
reach the level

1000 – 1200 full hours

700 – 800 full hours

500 – 600 full hours

340 – 420 full hours

180 – 200 full hours

70 – 90 full hours

Level C2

Level C1

Level B2

Level B1

Level A2

Level A1

Source: Cambridge University 











 
 

 

Writing 
 
 
Please write a short text of about 200-300 words. Choose from the topics below: 
 
 
General Topics 

 
Should public money be used to support the arts, for example by subsidising theatres, 
orchestras and art galleries? 
 
or 
 
Pop singers and film stars have a duty to act as responsible role models for the young 
people who pay to listen to their music and see their films. Discuss.   

 
 
Business Topics 
 

An international fund is offering grants to small businesses to improve their facilities. Your 
manager has decided to apply and has asked you to write on behalf of the company.  
Write a letter, including the following information:  
• a brief background to your company 
• which facilities a grant would enable you to improve 
• what the future benefits to your company would be. 
 
or 
 
Your company's Sales Department has asked you to give a talk next Friday on your 
most recent project. Write an email to Mrs Jay in the Sales Department: 
• agreeing to give the talk and suggesting a time 
• outlining the content of your talk 
• saying what equipment you will need 
• requesting information about the participants 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


